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Part C
Comparative: Ancient vs Modern. What, in your opinion, is more important: the rules a
the person follows in their life or the character that one has, i.e., that one be the ‘right’ kind of person or do the ‘right’ thing? Answer, making reference to what you see as the pluses and minuses of the approaches to ethics offered by A) the ancients and virtue ethics (Aristotle, etc.) and B) the modern theories of morality (Kant, Utilitarianism, etc.) we have studied this term. Note: do not answer ‘both’ to this last question… make a (philosophical) argument for one or the other, in the process demonstrating the knowledge you possess of the various theories we’ve discussed.
	I feel that the character an individual has is more important than just following the set rules. Rules are set regulations that people are required to adhere to in maintaining law and order in society. Based on various ethical considerations, I feel that an individual’s character determines whether they obey the rules or not. According to utilitarianism principles, every individual in society is obliged to act in whatever manner they choose, and this aspect determines whether they achieve positive results or not. Based on the aforementioned concept, it is evident the success of an individual does not rely on whether he follows the rules but on his/her personality.
	The crucial principle of Immanuel Kant outlines that people should act in a manner that adheres to the rule of law and respects human rights. The aforementioned principle emphasizes the importance of following the law. However, we cannot shy away from the fact that an individual with the right and positive character will always follow the rules and respect other people’s rights (Hume, 2018). An appropriate example explaining this aspect is where an individual with the right morality will always find it hard to commit suicide since it is against his/her morals.
	Aristotle had a distinct view of a citizen and a good man. He stated that a good man seeks no approval or guidance from anyone to engage in state-building activities. A good man follows their morality and does not seek approval when engaging in various country-building activities. However, a citizen only does what is required by the law but never makes an extra effort towards nation-building (Hume, 2018). Based on the concepts mentioned above, having the right character is more beneficial than being just following the laws as stipulated in the constitution.
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